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level. In connection with shipping nearly Rs. 14.9 crores
would be spent mostly in assisting the acquisition of about
80,000 tons of coastal shipping and 1,85,000 tons for the over-
seas trade. Rs. 12 crores are likely to be invested in the ac-
quisition of the Visakhapatnam shipyards.
In the case of roads the main consideration is to improve
operational efficiency. There are about 1,600 miles of missing
links in the national highways (about 13,400 miles). The
Five-Year Plan provides for the total or partial construction
of the missing links to the extent of 750 miles; there are about
112 missing bridges on the national highways out of which
about 60 are to be fully or partly finished during the currency
of the Plan. Nearly 2,200 miles of road surface has to be
upgraded and many of the existing bridges not capable of
carrying heavy loads are to be reconstructed. Thus it would
appear that a major part of the expenditure envisaged in the
Five-Year Plan will be incurred in restoring the operational
efficiency of the existing means of transport, and this will very
greatly help the development of industries, by removing bottle-
necks in the movement of coal, raw-materials and finished
goods.
Besides the development of power and improvement in
transport facilities Government intends to take up the assist-
ance of cottage and small scale industries, promotion of scienti-
fic and industrial research, the development of mineral re-
sources*, and extension of housing accommodation for low-
income groups in industrial and urban areas. After proposing
these Government measures for creating a favourable environ-
ment for industrial development the Commission expects the
private entrepreneur to play his part in the sector set aside
for private enterprise.
The expansion of industrial production during the period
of the Plan would be largely the responsibility of the private
sector, which, subject to the overall objectives of the Plan and
the controls necessary for their achievement, would be free tfc>
pursue its normal activity. It is not possible to state with any
degree of certainty the progress which private industry would
*The development of agricultural raw-materials like cotton, jute,
oil seeds and sugar cane has already been discussed.